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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

Applicant's election without traverse of the species of l(b) and ll(a), claims 38, 39, 
41-43, 45, 47-51, 53, 62 and 63 in the reply filed on 11/20/2006 is acknowledged. 

Claims 40, 44, 46, 48, 52 and 54 are withdrawn from further consideration 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.142(b) as being drawn to a nonelected species, there being no 
allowable generic or linking claim. Election was made without traverse in the reply filed 
on 11/20/2006. The applicant listed claim 48 as being directed to the elected 
embodiment and then labeled the claim "withdrawn". It is the examiner's position that 
claim 48 is directed to l(a) and therefore should be withdrawn and therefore will not be 
considered. Further the applicant lists claims 48 and 51 as generic. The examiner 
disagrees and believes that both claims 48 and 51 are not generic. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 62, 63, 47, 49, 50, 51 and 53 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second 

paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 

subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 62 - in line 6, "the transversely oriented member" lacks antecedent basis. 
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Claim 63 - it is unclear if "a transversely oriented member" is the same as set 
forth in claim 62. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 38, 39, 41-43, 45, 47, 49, 50, 51, 53, 62 and 63 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Davila et al (6,245,100). 

Claim 38 - it is the examiner's position that cuffs -73- and -75- are flaps, at least a 
portion of stent -60- is traversely oriented with respect to the flexible graft member -70-. 
The flaps are folded over the end portions of stent -60- forming a loop and the flap is 
secured by applying heat and pressure, column 10 line 2. 

Claim 39 - as shown in figure 7 the flexible material is secured to itself to form a 
single layer. 

Claim 41 - the examiner is considering stent -60- to be a flexible material to 
which the flap is secured. 
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Claim 42 the flexible layer is expanded PTFE, column 8 lines 43-65. 
Claim 43 - the examiner is taking the heat and pressure to be thermomechanical 
compaction. 

Claim 45 - the examiner is taking the heating as "sintering". 

Claims 62 and 63 - it is the examiner's position that cuffs -73- and -75- are flaps, 
at least a portion of stent -60-, a member, is traversely oriented with respect to the 
flexible graft member -70-. The flaps are folded over the end portions of stent -60- 
forming a loop and the flap is secured by applying heat and pressure, column 10 line 2. 

Claim 47 - as shown in figure 7 the flexible material is secured to itself to form a 
single layer. 

Claim 49 - the examiner is considering stent -60- to be a flexible material to 
which the flap is secured. 

Claim 50 the flexible layer is expanded PTFE, column 8 lines 43-65. 

Claim 51 - the examiner is taking the heat and pressure to be thermomechanical 
compaction. 

Claim 53 - the examiner is taking the heating as "sintering". 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. US Patents 6,391,052 and 6,524,336 both teach cuffed(flap) 
structure as claimed. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Samuel G. Gilbert whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4725. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 6:30-4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Charles Marmor II can be reached on 571-272-4730. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 



published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-91 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571 -2,72- p00. . / 



273-8300. 



Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 



Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
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